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STATUTORY DUTIES: ADMINISTERING THE COPYRIGHT

17 U.S.C. § 701(a): All administrative functions and duties
under this title, except as otherwise specified, are the
responsibility of the Register of Copyrights as director of the
Copyright Office of the Library of Congress. ...

* Register claims

* Record transfers, terminations, and
other documents pertaining to
copyright

- Manage statutory licenses (cable,
satellite, certain music)

* Maintain records of deposits,
registrations, recordations, and other
actions

- Establish regulations
« Set fees




STATUTORY DUTIES: ADDITIONAL FUNCTIONS DIRECTED BY CONGRESS

17 U.S.C. § 701(b):

Congress on issues relating to
copyright (both domestic and international)

information and assistance to
Federal departments and agencies and the
Judiciary on issues relating to copyright

studies and programs

in international
intergovernmental organizations and
meetings with foreign government officials
relating to copyright

Congress may
direct or in furtherance of functions and
duties set forth




THE COPYRIGHT OFFICE’S Al INITIATIVE

« Copyright Registration Guidance for
Works Containing Al-Generated Materials
(March 2023)

« Four Public Listening Sessions
(April-May 2023)

 Two Public Educational Webinars
(June-July 2023)

- Registration Program and
Review Board Decisions (ongoing)

« Notice of Inquiry Requesting Public
copyright.gov/ai Comments (issued August 30, 2023)




A RECENT ENTRANCE TO PARADISE

Copyright claimant: Dr. Stephen Thaler

Author: The “Creativity Machine”

Copyright Office

Review Board Decision
(February 14, 2022) at
https://copyright.gov/rulings-
filings/review-board/docs/a-
recent-entrance-to-paradise.pdf

Mem. Op., Thaler v. Perimutter,
No. 22—cv— 1564, ECF No. 24
(D.D.C. August 18, 2023) at
https://copyright.gov/ai/docs/distri
ct-court-decision-affirming-
refusal-of-registration.pdf



https://copyright.gov/rulings-filings/review-board/docs/a-recent-entrance-to-paradise.pdf
https://copyright.gov/ai/docs/district-court-decision-affirming-refusal-of-registration.pdf
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Examples of images and text in the

Images generated by Midjourne
ges g S 4 graphic novel submitted for registration

Office of Registration Policy & Practice Letter (February 12, 2023) at https://copyright.gov/docs/zarya-of-the-dawn.pdf



https://copyright.gov/docs/zarya-of-the-dawn.pdf

REGISTRATION GUIDANCE OF MARCH 2023

UniTED STATES COPYRIGHT OQFFICE

Copyright Registration Guidance:
Works Containing Material Generated
by Artificial Intelligence

s on s s Copyright Registration Guidance:

16190 FEDERAL REGISTER, ViOL. 88, NO. 51
RULES AND REGULATIONS

Works Containing Materials Generated

ACTION: Staternent of palicy
" . .
SUMMARY: The Capyright Office issues this statement of pelicy to elarify its practices for examining and
registering warks that eontain material generated by the use of artificial intelligence technalogy. y I I I I y
DATES: This statement of policy is effective March 16, 2023

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Rhea Efthimiadis, Assistant to the General Counsel, by email at
meft@copyright.gov or telephane 3t 202-707- B350, y

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION aISO at

I. Background

The Copyright Office (the “Office™) is the Federal agency tasked with administering the https //CO pyrl g h t ) g OV/a |/a | pol | Cy g u |d a n Ce ) pdf

copyright registration system, as well as advising Congress, other agencies, and the Federal
PYrig B ) ] & 48

judiciary on copyright and related matters.' Because the Office has overseen copyright
registration since its origing in 1870, it has developed substantial experience and expertise
regarding “the distinction between copyrightable and noncopyrightable works"* The
Office is empowered by the Copyright Act to establish the application used by applicants
seeking registration of their copyrighted works.® While the Act identifies certain minimum
requirements, the Register may determine that additional information is necessary for the
Office to evaluate the “existence, ownership, or duration of the copyright” 4 Because the
Office receives roughly halfl a million applications for registration each year, it sees new
trends in registration activity that may require modifying or expanding the information

required to be disclosed on an application.

One such recent de L':lup[m:u: is the use of mpl]i:i:icalrd artificial intel ligcncc: {"AI")
technologies capable of producing expressive material.® These technologies “train” on vast
quantities of preexisting human-authored works and use inferences from that training to

generate new content. Some systems nperate in response to a nser's fevtnal instroction,



DISCLAIMING AI-GENERATED MATERIAL

* Would the Al-generated material standing
on its own be sufficient to satisfy the
copyrightable if it had been created by a

human author?
- If yes, then a brief statement disclosing that e
material should be included in the  EE

application for registration.

Registration



THEATRE D'OPERA SPATIAL

Image generated by Midjourney Image submitted for copyright registration

Copyright Office Review Board Decision (September 5, 2023) at
https://copyright.gov/rulings-filings/review-board/docs/Theatre-Dopera-Spatial.pdf



https://copyright.gov/rulings-filings/review-board/docs/Theatre-Dopera-Spatial.pdf

PUBLIC NOTICE OF INQUIRY

Home Policy Artificial Intelligence Study

Artificial Intelligence Study

Comment Submission

The U.S. Copyright Office is conducting a study regarding the copyright issues raised
by generative artificial intelligence (Al). This study will collect factual information and
policy views relevant to copyright law and policy. The Office will use this information to
analyze the current state of the law, identify unresolved issues, and evaluate potential
areas for congressional action.

https://copyright.gov/policy/artificial-intelligence/

The Office has identified a wide range of
copyright policy issues arising from the
development and use of Al, including:

(1) the use of copyrighted works to train
Al models;

(2) the copyrightability of material
generated using Al systems;

(3) potential liability for infringing works
generated using Al systems; and

(4) the treatment of generative Al outputs
that imitate the identity or style of
human artists.

The Office seeks public comments on
these and related issues.


https://copyright.gov/policy/artificial-intelligence/

MORE ACTIVITIES ELSEWHERE ...
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« Other U.S. Agencies
« QOther Nations

* Regional Initiatives
* Multilateral Activities

Photos (L to R): Maria Strong, National Park Service
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Home [ Copyright and Artificial Intelligence

Copyright and Artificial Intelligence

Copyright Registration
Guidance

Copyright Registration Guidance for
Works Containing Al-Generated Materials

Federal Register Version, 88 Fed. Reg.
16,190 (Mar. 16, 2023)

Visit Al Initiati
Artificial Intelligence Study
We p a g e In early 2023, the Copyright Office launched an initiative to examine the copyright law and policy

issues raised by artificial intelligence (Al) technology, including the scope of copyright in works Artificial Intelligence Study Webpage

generated using Al tools and the use of copyrighted materials in Al training. After convening

Notice of Inquiry

= ]
c o rl h t OV/a I public listening sessions and hosting public webinars to gather and share information about . .
u current technologies and their impact, the Office published a notice of inquiry in the Federal NOI Federal Register Version, 88 Fed.

Reg. 59,942 (Aug. 30, 2023)
(Initial Written Comments due October 18,

2023, Reply Comments due November 15,
Announcements 2023)

Register in August 2023.

August 30, 2023 - Copyright Office Issues Notice of Inquiry on Copyright and Artificial Intelligence
March 16, 2023 - Copyright Office Launches New Artificial Intelligence Initiative

Past Events Registration Decisions for Al-
July 26, 2023 - International Copyright Issues and Artificial Intelligence (recording available) Generated Materials

June 28, 2023 - Registration Guidance for Works Containing Al-Generated Content (recording . . L.
available) Rewe'w Board. Decision on Théatre
May 31, 2023 - Music and Sound Recordings Listening Session (recording available) D'opéra Spatial (Sept. 6;,2023)

May 17, 2023 — Audiovisual Works Listening Session (recording available) Registration Decision on Zarya of the
May 2, 2023 - Visual Arts Listening Session (recording available) Dawn (Feb. 21, 2023)

April 19, 2023 - Literary Works, Including Software Listening Session (recording available) Review Board Decision on A Recent
Fall 2021 - Copyright Law and Machine Learning for Al: Where Are We and Where Are We Going? Entrance to Paradise (Feb. 14, 2022)

Winter 2020 - Copyright in the Age of Artificial Intelligence

CONNECT WITH US

m u 2=k Subscribe to our NewsNet, blog, events and
X Z N other updates at copyright.gov/subscribe



