
Recent Activities of the 
U.S. Copyright Office on 
Copyright and Artificial Intelligence 

Maria Strong

Associate Register of Copyrights and Director of Policy and 

International Affairs at the U.S. Copyright Office

Generative AI and Copyright 

Silicon Flatirons Center for Law, Technology and Entrepreneurship

Boulder, Colorado on October 6, 2023



S TAT U T O R Y  D U T I E S :   A D M I N I S T E R I N G  T H E  C O P Y R I G H T  A C T  

• Register claims

• Record transfers, terminations, and 

other documents pertaining to 

copyright

• Manage statutory licenses (cable, 

satellite, certain music)

• Maintain records of deposits, 

registrations, recordations, and other 

actions

• Establish regulations

• Set fees

17 U.S.C. § 701(a):  All administrative functions and duties 

under this title, except as otherwise specified, are the 

responsibility of the Register of Copyrights as director of the 

Copyright Office of the Library of Congress. …



S TAT U T O R Y  D U T I E S :   A D D I T I O N A L  F U N C T I O N S  D I R E C T E D  B Y  C O N G R E S S    

• Advise Congress on issues relating to 

copyright (both domestic and international)

• Provide information and assistance to 

Federal departments and agencies and the 

Judiciary on issues relating to copyright

• Conduct studies and programs

• Participate in international 

intergovernmental organizations and 

meetings with foreign government officials 

relating to copyright 

• Perform other functions Congress may 

direct or in furtherance of functions and 

duties set forth  

17 U.S.C. § 701(b): 



T H E  C O P Y R I G H T  O F F I C E ’ S  A I  I N I T I AT I V E

• Copyright Registration Guidance for 

Works Containing AI-Generated Materials 

(March 2023) 

• Four Public Listening Sessions              

(April-May 2023) 

• Two Public Educational Webinars           

(June-July 2023)

• Registration Program and 

Review Board Decisions (ongoing) 

• Notice of Inquiry Requesting Public 

Comments (issued August 30, 2023)copyright.gov/ai



A R E C E N T  E N T R A N C E  T O  PA R A D I S E

Copyright claimant: Dr. Stephen Thaler        Author:  The “Creativity Machine”

Copyright Office 

Review Board Decision 

(February 14, 2022) at

https://copyright.gov/rulings-

filings/review-board/docs/a-

recent-entrance-to-paradise.pdf

Mem. Op., Thaler v. Perlmutter, 

No. 22–cv– 1564, ECF No. 24 

(D.D.C. August 18, 2023) at 

https://copyright.gov/ai/docs/distri

ct-court-decision-affirming-

refusal-of-registration.pdf

https://copyright.gov/rulings-filings/review-board/docs/a-recent-entrance-to-paradise.pdf
https://copyright.gov/ai/docs/district-court-decision-affirming-refusal-of-registration.pdf


Z A R YA O F  T H E  D AW N

Images generated by Midjourney

Office of Registration Policy & Practice Letter (February 12, 2023) at https://copyright.gov/docs/zarya-of-the-dawn.pdf

Examples of images and text in the 

graphic novel submitted for registration 

https://copyright.gov/docs/zarya-of-the-dawn.pdf


R E G I S T R AT I O N  G U I D A N C E  O F M A R C H  2 0 2 3

Copyright Registration Guidance:

Works Containing Materials Generated 

by Artificial Intelligence, 88 FR 16190 

(March 16, 2023)

also at 

https://copyright.gov/ai/ai_policy_guidance.pdf



D I S C L A I M I N G  A I - G E N E R AT E D  M AT E R I A L

• Would the AI-generated material standing 

on its own be sufficient to satisfy the 

copyrightable if it had been created by a 

human author?

• If yes, then a brief statement disclosing that 

material should be included in the 

application for registration.               

Registration



T H É Â T R E  D ' O P É R A S PAT I A L

Image generated by Midjourney Image submitted for copyright registration

Copyright Office Review Board Decision (September 5, 2023) at

https://copyright.gov/rulings-filings/review-board/docs/Theatre-Dopera-Spatial.pdf

https://copyright.gov/rulings-filings/review-board/docs/Theatre-Dopera-Spatial.pdf


P U B L I C  N O T I C E  O F  I N Q U I R Y

https://copyright.gov/policy/artificial-intelligence/

The Office has identified a wide range of 

copyright policy issues arising from the 

development and use of AI, including:  

(1) the use of copyrighted works to train 

AI models;

(2) the copyrightability of material 

generated using AI systems; 

(3) potential liability for infringing works 

generated using AI systems; and

(4) the treatment of generative AI outputs 

that imitate the identity or style of 

human artists. 

The Office seeks public comments on 

these and related issues. 

https://copyright.gov/policy/artificial-intelligence/


M O R E  A C T I V I T I E S  E L S E W H E R E  …

Photos (L to R): Maria Strong, National Park Service

• Other U.S. Agencies

• Other Nations 

• Regional Initiatives

• Multilateral Activities 



Subscribe to our NewsNet, blog, events and 

other updates at copyright.gov/subscribe

C O N N E C T  W I T H  U S

Visit our AI Initiative 
webpage 
copyright.gov/ai


