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From the Executive Director

Brad Bernthal

Executive Director, Silicon Flatirons Center
Associate Professor of Law, University of Colorado Law
School

Dear Silicon Flatirons Community,

An acquaintance told me that, almost every evening, he has two or three events in the
community to choose from. “But when I see a Silicon Flatirons event,” he said, “I think, ‘I
trust them.’” 

This comment highlights Silicon Flatirons’ north star. We convene high caliber events that
illuminate valuable insights. At the intersection of technology, policy, and innovation,
Silicon Flatirons helps you see what is coming around the next corner. 

Below you will find our Academic Year 2023–24 lineup. A trip – or multiple trips – to
Boulder is easy to recommend. I hope that you will hold the dates and plan to join us. Last
year’s Silicon Flatirons slate was, by the numbers, a terrific one. During AY 22–23, relative
to the year before, we held 7 more events, featured 54 more speakers, offered 12 more
CLE credits, and doubled our overall event attendance. Event quality, as measured
quantitatively through attendee feedback and qualitatively through inspired ideas, was
excellent. We will build on that momentum this year. 

We have a terrific team dedicated to what I call the Silicon Flatirons Way. Our Way takes a
multidisciplinary approach to issues, brings public and private sector leaders shoulder to
shoulder with top academics, and is relentlessly dedicated to bringing along the next
generation of students. This approach represents, I believe, some of the best of a what a
leading public university should offer. 

Please get out your calendar and save the dates. We hope to see you at Silicon Flatirons
soon.
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Fall 2023

Startup Variety Show

September 8
The Future of Startup Finance: A Symposium on

Investment Crowdfunding

September 12
Startup Variety Show

September 26
AI Ethics Series

October 6
Generative AI and Copyright Conference

October 17
Startup Variety Show

October 24
AI Ethics Series

November 8
A Look Ahead to Access and Regulation in the

Not-Too-Distant Broadband Future

November 16

Spring 2024
February 4–5

Annual Flagship Conference

Date TBA
Spectrum Policy Initiative Conference
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September 8
The Future of Startup Finance: A Symposium on Investment Crowdfunding

This symposium marks the launch of Investment Crowdfunding (Oxford University Press 2023), the
debut book by Colorado Law Professor and Fulbright Scholar Andrew A. Schwartz. Investment
crowdfunding is a new form of online venture capital market, open to the public, that was legally
authorized less than a decade ago; it’s like Kickstarter, except you get a share of stock. Professor
Schwartz will introduce the book and thought leaders from across the country will offer comments
and discussion on the book, over the course of two panels moderated by Colorado Law faculty.

September 26 | October 24 | Spring 2024 TBA
AI Ethics Series
In partnership with Daniels Fund Ethics Initiative Collegiate Program at
Colorado Law

The AI Ethics lecture series returns for a second year with new topics and
featured speakers. There are four scheduled sessions for fall 2023/spring 2024.

October 6
Generative AI and Copyright

This conference will explore the rapidly evolving dynamics shaping the interplay
between generative AI and copyright and copyright’s role in intermediating the
development of AI technology and its impact on creative industries. The conference
will assess the bleeding edge of copyright’s doctrinal application to AI, consider the
impact of the law on creators and technologists, consider future directions for
copyright’s intersection with artificial intelligence.

Fall 2023

November 8
A Look Ahead to Access and Regulation in the Not-Too-Distant Broadband Future

The Broadband Equity, Access, and Deployment (BEAD) Program promises to expand high-speed internet access by
funding planning, infrastructure deployment and adoption programs in all 50 states. This conference examines regulation
in a post-BEAD world. In particular, once new network infrastructure is in place, what will the regulation of broadband
entail to further the goal of broadband for all? What does universal service reform look like? How do we fulfill the
promise of digital equity and digital inclusion? Please join us for a look ahead into the not-too-distant future of
Broadband access and regulation.

Sep 12 | Oct 17 | Nov 16 | Spring 2024 TBA
Startup Variety Show

The Variety Show ranks among the best ways to engage with Colorado’s Front
Range entrepreneurial community. Now in its second year, this series stitches
together the startup scene, CU Boulder, innovators from the Federal Labs, as
well as technologists from incumbent technology companies.
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February 4–5
Annual Flagship Conference 

Date TBA
Spectrum Conference

Startup Summer

This annual program provides an energetic, high caliber boost to emerging
company internships. Student participants receive a curated tour of the
startup ideation and creation process, build a venture with a team of their
peers, and compete in an end-of-summer pitch contest for cash prizes.

Spring 2024

Summer 2024

https://siliconflatirons.org/initiatives/entrepreneurship-initiative/startup-summer/
https://siliconflatirons.org/initiatives/entrepreneurship-initiative/startup-summer/
https://siliconflatirons.org/initiatives/entrepreneurship-initiative/community-programs/startup-summer/


Summit

Ridge
The Caruso Foundation ⬢ Verizon

Flatirons
CableLabs ⬢ Charter Communications ⬢ Comcast ⬢ Libby Cook ⬢ Lumen Technologies ⬢

NCTA – The Internet & Television Association

Slope
Dale Hatfield ⬢ Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton LLP ⬢ Viaero Wireless

Valley

Andy Marchant ⬢ David Sullivan ⬢ Ben Fernandez ⬢ Sue Heilbronner

Cooley LLP ⬢ CTIA ⬢ Davis Graham & Stubbs LLP ⬢ DISH Network ⬢ The Dorsey & Whitney
Foundation ⬢ DLA Piper LLP (US) ⬢ Hogan Lovells US LLP ⬢ Holland & Hart LLP ⬢ KO |

Koenig Oelsner Taylor Schoenfeld & Gaddis PC ⬢ Nancy Pierce ⬢ Perkins Coie ⬢ Sheridan
Ross P.C. ⬢ WilmerHale

Boulder
David Cohen ⬢ The Community Foundation Boulder County ⬢ Kelley Drye & Warren LLP

Hiker
Boulder Economic Council / Boulder Chamber ⬢ Catalyst Law Group ⬢ Susannah Gardner
⬢ Kissinger & Fellman, P.C. ⬢ Jane Salance ⬢ Silicon Legal Strategy ⬢ Josh and Edie Widoff

Base

Supporters
Silicon Flatirons exists thanks to the generosity of our supporters and the strength of our

community. We rely on their contributions to advance our mission to catalyze policymaking and
innovation and to develop the next generation of tech lawyers, policy experts, and entrepreneurs.



Interested in becoming an official Silicon Flatirons Supporter?

Make a Donation

 or contact sfdevelopment@colorado.edu for more information.
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https://www.linkedin.com/company/silicon-flatirons-center-at-the-university-of-colorado/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.facebook.com/SiliconFlatirons/
https://twitter.com/SiliconFlatiron
https://www.instagram.com/siliconflatirons/?igshid=n0mbt357s58l&hl=en
https://www.youtube.com/user/SiliconFlatirons
https://siliconflatirons.org/
https://siliconflatirons.org/about-us/supporters/make-a-donation/
mailto:sfdevelopment@colorado.edu
https://siliconflatirons.org/

